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A CAMPAIGN FOR
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

What is a capital campaign?
A capital campaign is an extraordinary effort to raise the funds necessary
to enhance the mission of a non-profit organization. Between midSeptember and early December, every parish family will be asked to
consider making a sacrificial gift to the campaign. This pledge would go
above and beyond regular financial support of the parish. A pledge can be
made as three-year commitment to maximize the impact of your gift.
What are the goals of this campaign?
Our goal is to raise the $3,000,000 necessary to address four major projects
at the parish. The first project is to pay off the $550,000 loan from the 1998
construction of our Education Center. The second project is to completely
pay off the 2015 land purchase loan, which currently stands at $1,500,000.
The third project is to take advantage of the new road to our east, Decatur
Ave, and utilize a portion of the new land to create an access road. This will
improve traffic flow around our campus. The estimated cost of this project
is $450,000. The last project is to enhance some of the parish’s current
spaces for more versatile meeting rooms at an estimated cost of $500,000.
Each need will be addressed as funds are collected, and no further financing
would be necessary.
Why is this campaign necessary?
The rich history of St. Vincent de Paul includes a tradition of responsible
planning for future generations. Regular Sunday collections are used for
all of our current ministries. They are not adequate to provide funding for
projects beyond normal parish operations. In order to pay off our loans,
improve access to the campus, and enhance our current meeting rooms a
campaign is necessary. This is the most cost-effective way to raise funds
over a three-year period.

THIS IS THE FIRST IN A
SERIES OF FOUR FAQS
THAT WILL BE PUBLISHED
IN THE BULLETIN
AND ONLINE, ADDRESSING
THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN.
Is this campaign a good idea,
considering the Archdiocesan
bankruptcy proceedings
and parish litigation?
Though our local church is
experiencing many difficulties,
the parish still needs to change
and grow to accomplish our
mission to Know, Love, and
Serve as disciples of Jesus Christ.
With all the challenges facing our
archdiocese, the Catholic Church,
and Christianity in general, it is
important that we remain vibrant
and strong. Funds collected
will be designated specifically
for the goals of the Generosity for
Generations Capital Campaign
and managed through a separate
bank account. The parish will
be taking all necessary steps to
ensure that your investment in
the future of St. Vincent de Paul
is legally protected and goes to
fund the projects outlined in our
forthcoming case statement.
Every communication from the
parish about your pledge will
contain language that designates
these funds to the four projects
outlined above.

Why did we buy the land?
In 2015 St. Vincent de Paul purchased the land adjacent to our current
facility. This purchase was made for three reasons: 1) The purchase of
the land allows the parish and school to expand in the future. 2) The
City of Brooklyn Park mandates that property development maintains
a ratio of green space to hard space (building and parking). The parish
was at the maximum ratio and because of this we could not add any new
construction without the purchase of the new land– now or in the future.
3) The land surrounding the parish was being aggressively marketed and
we wanted to make certain that the parish was not land-locked or crowded
by an industrial business which would be undesirable for the parish. Most
importantly had the parish not purchased the land, we would have lost any
opportunity to add any additions to our campus in the future.
How were these four projects decided upon?
The planning study, conducted in May-June, helped parish leadership
understand that our community wants the parish to have its finances in topnotch shape before any other major capital improvements are considered.
Paying off the loans will save significant principle and interest payments.
That money can be better utilized to keep our ministry offerings strong, be
available for major repair and replacement items or unexpected expenses
and be set aside for future plans. Just as many families work hard to reduce
their personal debt, manage their budgets and save for the future, paying off
our loans will be help us do the same for St. Vincent de Paul.
How does this campaign fit into the parish’s future plans?
Part of the research over the past year included an extensive study done by
a local architectural firm, Station 19, which specializes in church design.
Our councils, commissions, committees, and staff participated in work
sessions with the architect to develop a master plan for future growth
that is flexible enough to meet the changing needs of our parish and local
community. Although the parish will not be pursuing any expansion at this
time, there is a flexible plan that could be utilized in the future if necessary.

PLEASE PRAY THAT GOD MAY BLESS AND STRENGTHEN US
AS WE MOVE FORWARD WITH THIS CAMPAIGN.

Who will be asked to contribute
to the campaign?
Beginning in mid-September, every
registered family at St. Vincent
de Paul will be asked to prayerfully
consider a sacrificial contribution
according to their means, and we
will reach out to local businesses.
Volunteers will make the majority
of pledge requests.
Can I volunteer in support
of the effort?
Certainly! If you have not yet been
contacted about volunteering,
please contact our campaign
manager, John Rogers
at (651) 366-0908 or
jrogers@steiergroup.com
and he will assist you. We are
looking for 190 people to join the
cause. Each volunteer will need
to attend a training session and
be willing to meet with fellow
parishioners to answer their
questions and help secure their
pledge. This can be done on your
own schedule between midSeptember and early December.

