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DEAR PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS:

I

am grateful to be part of a parish with such a rich
history of faith and generosity. In 1855, Pierre
Bottineau opened his home to Father George Keller,
where more than 100 families celebrated Mass in our area
for the first time. This gathering planted the seeds of faith
in our community. Over the years, people gave generously
of their time, talent and treasure to build up the parish that
became St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church.
Throughout our parish’s 161-year history, we have
experienced many significant changes and growth. Some
remember the day St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School
opened in 1952. Many recall celebrating the sacraments
in the old church and then moving to our current one.
Others appreciate the friendships which started in
our classrooms, Regan Hall or on the soccer field. To
meet the changing needs of our parish, individuals and
families stepped forward with meaningful and sacrificial
gifts. Like the parable of the mustard seed in the Gospels,
our small community has grown in faith and now serves
as a home for more than 2,800 families. Once again, it is
time for us to share our gifts.

After much consultation and a thorough planning study,
I announced in July that St. Vincent de Paul is launching a
capital campaign, Generosity for Generations, to address our
current and future needs. Our overall vision is to strengthen
our parish and school ministries now and for future
generations. Our campaign goals are to pay off the parish’s
Education Center and land purchase loans, improve access
and traffic flow on campus and enhance our current spaces
for more versatile meeting rooms.

Through this campaign, we are all being called to strengthen
this community with our prayers, participation and generosity.
To see our parish’s mission advanced, “from everyone to whom
much has been given, much will be required” (Lk 12:48).
In this brochure, I will share with you our plans. This effort
requires us to be responsible stewards of the many blessings
we enjoy at this parish. As members of this faith community,
we are asked to use our gifts to bring glory to God. We have
exciting plans to continue our mission. With everyone’s
support, we will know, love and serve as disciples of Jesus
Christ, now and for generations to come!
God bless,

1855: More than 100
families gather in Pierre
Bottineau’s home to
celebrate Mass.
Fr. George Keller presides.

1864: As the parish grows, a new
church is built and the parish is
renamed St. Vincent de Paul.

1856: The Church of St. Louis is founded in Osseo.
It is the first Catholic church in Hennepin County
west of the Mississippi River.

Fr. Paul Treacy
Pastor
1948-1952: The parish opens
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School.

1921: A third church is built in
Osseo with a capacity of 420.

1986-1989: The parish completes a capital
campaign to build a new church. The current church
in Brooklyn Park opens with a capacity of 1,500.

My wife Erika and I are excited about the
campaign because of the great impact
it will have on our parish community.
This is our home. Previous generations
understood their role to preserve our
legacy. It is now our time to forward,
invest and continue that legacy of
generosity for future generations.

CAMPAIGN PRAYER
O God, You have abundantly blessed us in the past.
You take care of our needs in the present.
You walk with us into the future.
We are grateful for the sacrifices and the hard work
of previous generations of parishioners
who have helped make our parish what it is today.
May we be generous as we look to the future.
As we strive to know, love and serve You,
and seek to strengthen our parish and school,
we ask You to bless our campaign and
look favorably on all we do.
Through the intercession of our patron, St. Vincent de Paul,
give us courage and wisdom to carry out the mission
entrusted to us now and for generations to come.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

1994-1998: The
parish finishes a capital
campaign and funds the
construction of the current
Education Center.

MARK NOVAK
Executive Chair
When we came here 27 years ago, we
enjoyed a beautiful new church, which
was the result of the diligence and
sacrifice of the community. Now it is
our duty to support the parish. This
will require diligence and sacrifice.
We ask you to prayerfully consider
supporting this campaign.
GIL AND SHIRLEY FLEISCHHACKER
General Chairs
Achieving these goals will help
our parish provide a continued place
of welcome and worship for
generations to come.
RUSS AND BECKY SCHAEFER
General Chairs

This campaign is essential to retire our
loans, and to allow for a few timely
projects that would immediately
upgrade our facility. We believe this
capital campaign is a realistic, prudent
and achievable approach to securing
the future of St. Vincent de Paul.
CRAIG AND MAUREEN LEESMAN
General Chairs

2005: The parish constructs
a rectory on campus.

2002: The Education Center
expands with six more classrooms.

Today: 2,800 families launch the Generosity
for Generations Capital Campaign to secure the
future of St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church.

2015: The parish purchases nine acres of
land to the northeast to act as a buffer
and to preserve it for future growth.

T

hrough the years, St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Church has played a significant
role in the lives of thousands of families.
First and foremost, it is our spiritual home where
we gather to give praise to God. We are blessed
as a large faith community with many active
ministries, including a Catholic school, a strong
faith formation program and a commitment to
share our gifts with others through outreach and
evangelization.

While our facilities are adequate to meet the
parish’s current needs, there are two areas
that could be improved. First, another access
road built on the new land would ease traffic
congestion on Sundays, and during the school
and formation program year. Second, our
meeting rooms and informal public spaces are
not equipped to meet the needs of our many
ministries. Enhancing these spaces will make
them more accommodating and versatile.

In 1998, we opened the Education Center to
serve as a home for St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
School and faith formation classes. However, the
construction of this facility required the parish to
take out a $3 million loan. Regular payments on
this mortgage cost the parish $157,547 annually.

Taking all of these factors into account,
the trustees, pastoral and finance councils
recommended that a major fundraising effort
go forward. As has been the case with significant
investments in the past, additional funds above
regular Sunday collections must be raised. A
capital campaign is the most cost-effective way to
accomplish these goals.

In 2015, the parish purchased nine acres of
land, which was the culmination of six years of
effort. As a result, St. Vincent de Paul has avoided
being landlocked by residential and commercial
development. The land was also purchased to
make room for possible future expansion of the
parish or Education Center. Without this land,
we could not add to our existing facilities. This
provides the room to adapt to the changing
needs of our community. Regular payments on
this loan cost the parish $120,802 annually.

St. Vincent de Paul is where we go to
connect with other families, and to
give God thanks and praise. In a family
home, needs change, things eventually
wear out, planning must be done and
bills have to be paid. As a spiritual
home, St. Vincent’s is no different.
DON AND BIDDY WALETZKO
Honorary Chairs

PRELIMINARY CONCEPT

Our parish has a strong tradition of responsible planning for future generations. Following the example
of those before us, parish leadership has spent several years examining the needs facing our faith
community to ensure we are positioned to keep pace with our growing challenges and opportunities.
This plan is being enacted in light of a study conducted by Station 19, a building consultant,
the parish’s GROW survey and review process, and the recent planning study conducted by the
Steier Group. As a result, we established the following tiered goals:
1

$550,000 GOAL: Education Pays Off

3

St. Vincent de Paul pays its 1998 Education Center loan, freeing
up approximately 3.3 percent of our annual budget. These funds
are redirected to strengthen our many thriving ministries and
finance regular maintenance and repairs on campus.

2

$1,500,000 GOAL: Well-Grounded
St. Vincent de Paul pays its 2015 land purchase loan, freeing up
approximately 2.5 percent of our annual budget. These funds
are redirected to strengthen our many thriving ministries and
finance regular maintenance and repairs on campus.
***If any of these projects comes in under budget or if we achieve an
amount in excess of our goal, additional campaign funds will be
redirected to the maintenance portion of the annual budget and will be
used in a prudent manner to address roof repair, HVAC replacement
and other infrastructure projects.***
A map of the access road concept is available at saintvdp.org/campaign

PRELIMINARY CONCEPT

$450,000 GOAL: Pave the Way
St. Vincent de Paul creates a new driveway from Decatur Avenue,
improving traffic flow and access to our church and school, making it
more welcoming. This new roadway reduces congestion on our campus,
making it safer for everyone who joins us for worship and fellowship.

4

$500,000 GOAL: Room for All
St. Vincent de Paul enhances meeting rooms and informal public
spaces for greater versatility, comfort, and ease of access for all ages.
The installation of room dividers, new furnishings and audiovisual
technology creates a welcoming environment. This makes it easier for
our ministries to utilize meeting spaces in ways that answer their needs.

TOTAL CAMPAIGN GOAL: $3,000,000

A

s believers, we have been given the gift of faith and our mission
is to pass this on to future generations. Our children and
grandchildren are relying on us to continue planting the seeds
of faith so that their future is filled with promise. We do this by offering
Masses, baptizing and burying, educating, gathering in fellowship and
reaching out to those in need. Our buildings and infrastructure allow us to
carry out our mission here at St. Vincent de Paul so that we can “go into all
the world and proclaim the good news” (Mk 16:15).
As we plan for the future, consider what our community might look like
for a child born and baptized in 2016:
• By the time the child turns three years old, the cities within the parish
boundaries will have experienced almost seven percent growth, bringing
14,000 more people to our area. How will we reach out to them?
• When the child enters the preschool program at St. Vincent de Paul
School in the autumn of 2019, approximately 2,300 other families in the
area will be looking to enroll their children in local preschool programs.
Preschool provides an opportunity to introduce new families to the
parish and school. How will we welcome them?

We are very supportive of these
projects because they provide
for current parish needs and
put the parish in a position to
adapt to any future needs.
DAVE AND SHARON SUMAN
Cabinet Members

• If the parish reaches its final Generosity for Generations Capital
Campaign goal, all pledges will have been collected by the
time the child finishes preschool. Along with his or her
parents, grandparents and friends, the child will enjoy more
accommodating spaces to gather and safer access into our campus.
Are they comfortable here?
• By the time the child enters kindergarten in the autumn of 2021,
it is likely that our preschool program will have already boosted
enrollment in both our school and faith formation program. Will
our space allow for growth?
• What other things will this child need to grow in faith as he or she
prepares for first communion, confirmation and perhaps marriage
and children?

As we prepare for the future, we give thanks for our tradition of responsible planning and faithful
stewardship. God has been gracious to St. Vincent de Paul, our spiritual home. The Generosity
for Generations Capital Campaign creates an opportunity to express our gratitude for the
blessings we have received. This year our entire community is stepping forward in faith,
confident that God will strengthen our parish and school for generations to come.

PLEDGES
Pledges are commitments made in good faith, but are not legally binding. We encourage you to consider spanning your
gift over three years to maximize the total amount of your contribution. Your commitment can be fulfilled through
installments on a monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual basis. You decide when you want to begin your payments.

CASH
Gifts made by cash/check, online giving, automatic bank withdrawal or credit will have an immediate impact on the
parish’s plans. However, we will gratefully accept gifts in various forms, including those described here:

IRA DISTRIBUTION

EMPLOYER MATCHES

When considering this payment plan, please discuss your
options with your financial advisor.

Please check with your employer to see if it offers
a match for contributions to a religious nonprofit
campaign. If you are not sure if your employer
offers a match, contact our campaign manager
and he will assist you.

PROPERTY
The parish will utilize your donated asset to achieve the
goals of the campaign as quickly as possible.

LIFE INSURANCE
You may donate to the campaign by making St. Vincent
de Paul Catholic Church the beneficiary of your
insurance policy.

MUTUAL FUND OR OTHER SECURITIES

PLANNED GIFTS
A bequest contained in your will is the most
common form of planned giving. The business
administrator will work with your financial
advisor to ensure your plans are realized. Contact
the parish office for details.

A gift of stocks, bonds or mutual funds can have a lasting
impact on the parish’s future.

MAKING YOUR GIFT

DONOR
RECOGNITION

Throughout the public phase of the
campaign (September to December
2016), donors will be recognized in
campaign updates by name only.
Those who donate $10,000 or more
will be invited to a donor recognition
dinner in spring 2017 and presented
with a San Damiano cross to
commemorate the campaign.

Total Gift
(over three years)

Optional
10% Down

Balance

Weekly

Monthly

Quarterly

Semiannually

Annually

$60,000
$30,000
$20,000
$12,000
$9,000
$7,200
$5,400
$3,600
$1,800

$6,000
$3,000
$2,000
$1,200
$900
$720
$540
$360
$180

$54,000
$27,000
$18,000
$10,800
$8,100
$6,480
$4,860
$3,240
$1,620

$346
$173
$115
$69
$52
$42
$31
$21
$10

$1,500
$750
$500
$300
$225
$180
$135
$90
$45

$4,500
$2,250
$1,500
$900
$675
$540
$405
$270
$135

$9,000
$4,500
$3,000
$1,800
$1,350
$1,080
$810
$540
$270

$18,000
$9,000
$6,000
$3,600
$2,700
$2,160
$1,620
$1,080
$540

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP

Pastor Campaign Cabinet
Fr. Paul Treacy Kevin and Shari Ahlers
John and Carole Ampe
Trustees Bob and Rosemarie Clark
Tim Phenow Dan and Joan Costello
Jim Volp Maureen Daehn
Paula and Rob Dieterle
Executive Chair Paul and Sharry Gasperlin
Mark Novak Lee and Carolyn Halbur
Tom and Kris Hanson
General Chairs
Earl and Eileen Herzog
Gil and Shirley Fleischhacker
Nancy Moorman
Craig and Maureen Leesman
Richard and Kathleen Pomerleau
Russ and Becky Schaefer
Brandon and Jen Schaust
Honorary Chairs Greg and Tonya Schlaefer
Stan Denne Russ and Val Schumacher
Dcn. Larry and JoAnn Lawinger Marci and Richard Siers
Nettie Phenow Bill and Bernie Souvignier
Don and Biddy Waletzko Dave and Sharon Suman
Doug and Diane Tigner
Rob and Marci Wills
Development Counsel
John Rogers
Steier Group
Campaign events hosted by the
St. Vincent de Paul Stewardship Committee

9100 93rd Avenue North
Brooklyn Park, MN, 55445
(763) 425-2210
saintvdp.org/campaign

